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What’s happening?
In 2017, the Tasmanian Government recognised the deep pain and damage inflicted by these former laws by allowing historic criminal records for homosexuality and cross-dressing to be expunged (erased). In 2025, in a national first, the State Government sought to repair the damage inflicted by the former laws by providing financial redress.
Homosexuality and cross-dressing should never have been crimes and we cannot undo the harm caused by these unfair and unjust laws.
If individuals were charged or convicted under former laws against homosexuality and cross-dressing, they can have them removed from their criminal record. Individuals will be eligible to receive a redress payment if they have an eligible charge or conviction successfully removed.
Charges for related offences can also be expunged. This could mean an offence of resisting arrest or abusing a police officer that is related to historical homosexual or cross-dressing activity.
Payments from $15,000 to $75,000 are available to people who have an eligible charge expunged. 
How you can help
You can promote the Scheme to people you work with, represent and/or care for.
The promotion you do will be backed up by public advertising and campaigns run by the Expungement Scheme.
We’ve made it easier for you to take these actions, with resources available below and via our website.
What’s included to help you
1. Social media posts and tiles
2. Posters
3. A news article for emails, newsletters or internet sites
4. Frequently Asked Questions

1. Social media
You can use these social media messages to help raise awareness of the Scheme. An accompanying social media tile is available on www.ehos.tas.gov.au. 
Post text: 
Were you charged or convicted under former Tasmanian laws against homosexuality or cross-dressing?

It should never have been a crime. 

You may be eligible for a payment from $15,000 to $75,000 from the Tasmanian Government if you have an eligible charge or conviction removed from your record. 
Find out more at www.ehos.tas.gov.au or by calling 1300 156 545. 

2. Posters
You can download and display our posters, or get in touch at ehos@justice.tas.gov.au to request printed physical copies. 
You can find digital posters (and other resources) at:
www.ehos.tas.gov.au

3. News article
You can use this information in email or newsletters, and on your website/intranet.
Did you know? Tasmania was the last Australian state to decriminalise homosexuality and the only state to criminalise cross-dressing. Many people continue to live with the consequences of convictions under these former laws.
The Tasmanian Government's Expungement and Redress Scheme recognises this historical injustice by allowing eligible records to be expunged and providing financial redress to those affected. This initiative marks an important step towards acknowledging past harm and supporting those who experienced it.
Eligible applicants can receive redress payments ranging from $15,000 to $75,000, helping acknowledge the harm caused by these unjust laws and supporting a continued commitment to equality and justice.
Find out more about eligibility, the application process, and available support at ehos.tas.gov.au.

4. Frequently Asked Questions
An extensive list of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) are included on www.ehos.tas.gov.au/questions-answers. Some are extracted below.
What type of offences are covered?
The scheme applies to gay sexual offences and cross-dressing offences from the past. The scheme applies to conduct that is no longer a crime.
The scheme covers
· Consenting sex between men
· Men loitering or soliciting sex with other men
· A person assigned male at birth in a public place dressed in female clothes between sunset and sunrise”
· offences that were charged in relation to any of the above, such as resisting or obstructing arrest or assaulting a police officer.
The scheme also applies to attempting to commit offences, and offences of inciting, investigating, aiding or abetting the commission of an offence.
Homosexual offences repealed in 1997 include:
· Sections 122 (a) and (c) of the Criminal Code – oral or anal sex
· Section 123 of the Criminal Code – any other sexual activity between men
A cross-dressing offence is an offence under section 8(1)(d) of the Police Offences Act as in force until April 2001.
Related offences include offences under section 34B of the Police Offences Act 1935 or substantially similar offences in other Acts.
The scheme does not apply to other historical offences.
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· A person who has been charged with a historical homosexual or cross-dressing offence or related offence.
· Where the person has died or lacks legal capacity to make an application, an appropriate representative (in order of priority)
· The spouse of the person or a person who was in a significant relationship with the person
· a child of the person, if 18 years of age or over
· The parent of the person
· The sibling of the person, if 18 years of age or over
· A niece or nephew of the person, if 18 years of age or over
· The legal personal representative of the person
· A person determined to be an appropriate person by the Secretary of the Department of Justice.
The legislation applies this order of priority for determining who can make an application as an appropriate representative. That is, a child of the applicant is only an appropriate representative if no spouse is available, and so on through the order of priority.
Will I receive a redress payment?
A person is automatically eligible for a redress payment if a charge is successfully expunged.
This includes a person who is unable to make an application due to lack of legal capacity, for whom another person makes an application on their behalf.  A person who makes an application for expungement on behalf of a deceased person will not receive a redress payment, although the deceased person’s charges can still be expunged.
As at 1 July 2026, there are three different payment amounts:
· People who were charged with an offence but were not convicted and did not serve time in jail will receive $15,582
· People who were convicted and did not serve any time in jail or receive any other court sanction will receive $46,746 and
· People who were convicted of offences and served time in jail or had other court sanctions, will receive $77,911.
The amounts above apply before 30 June 2027, and will be increased by CPI indexation each year.
Sanction means any court-ordered punishment, or coercive measure. This can include, but is not limited to:
· a fine or penalty
· community service
· a probation order
· a custodial (eg. prison) or suspended sentence
· mandatory counselling or treatment.
A person may only receive one payment amount, even if they have multiple charges expunged.  A person will receive the highest payment amount they are eligible for.
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